
Press Mentions 
(as of November 17, 2025) 

 
•​ March 25, 2025 “Common Insurance Mistakes Every Dispensary Should Avoid” 

Kaya Cast (Podcast) 
 

•​ May 9, 2024 “DEA Cannabis Proposal Likely To Keep Insurers Sidelined” 
Law360 
 

•​ March 13 2024 “Legal Insights & Risk Management: Mastering Cannabis Operations with Michael 
H. Sampson” 
Cannabinoid Connect (Podcast) 
 

•​ December 4, 2023 “People Moves: Symphony Grow Names Sampson Senior Director of Legal 
Affairs and Risk Management” 
Insurance Journal 
 

•​ November 19, 2023 “What Pennsylvanians need to know about the legalization of recreational 
marijuana in Ohio” 
WTAE.com 

 
•​ November 9, 2023 “Ohio voters said yes to recreational marijuana.  Here’s what that might mean for 

Pa.” 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 

 
•​ May 16, 2023 “Cannabis health concerns raise product liability risk” 

Business Insurance 
 

•​ March 8, 2023 “Where cybersecurity and the cannabis industry overlap” 
Techical.ly 

 
•​ November 18, 2022 “Bad-Faith Bill Could Dull NY’s ‘Pro-Insurer’ Edge” 

Law360 
 
•​ November 10, 2022 “A medical cannabis firm in Pittsburgh just raised $18M.  What’s the state of 

Pennsylvania’s weed laws?” 
Techical.ly 
 

•​ October 27, 2022 “New Weed Products and Firms Mean Concerns, Opportunities for Underwriters” 
Insurance Journal 
 

•​ October 17, 2022 “How Florida cannabis operators can weather fallout from Hurricane Ian” 
MJBiz Daily 
 

•​ August 19, 2022 “Insuring Psychedelic Therapy Key To Promising Industry” 
Law360 

 
•​ August 10, 2022 “Cannabis Security: 3 Legal Considerations When Working at Dispensaries” 

Total Security Advisor 
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https://amp.insurancejournal.com/news/national/2022/10/27/692004.htm
https://mjbizdaily.com/how-florida-cannabis-operators-can-weather-fallout-from-hurricane-ian/
https://www.law360.com/articles/1516674
https://totalsecurityadvisor.blr.com/facility-security/cannabis-security-3-legal-considerations-when-working-at-dispensaries/


•​ August 8, 2022 “Cannabis Security: 9 Pro Tips to Protect a Growing Industry” 
Total Security Advisor 
 

•​ July 28, 2022 “‘We Need Federal Action’” 
Cannabis Business Times 
 

•​ July 27, 2022 “Cannabis insurance Q&A with Michael Sampson” 
NY Cannabis Insider 

 
•​ July 27, 2022 “New York’s cannabis insurance landscape offers little guidance, big carrier 

participation” 
NY Cannabis Insider 
 

•​ July 18, 2022 “Takeaways from Our Conversation with a Cannabis Business Plaintiff’s Attorney” 
Insurance Journal 

 
•​ July 14, 2022 “Cannabis Business Plaintiff’s Attorney on Miscues That Should Get Insurers’ 

Attention” 
Insurance Journal (“Insuring Cannabis” Podcast) 

 
•​ July 8, 2022 “Proposed Pennsylvania law could ease marijuana banking in state” 

MJBiz Daily 
  

•​ July 7, 2022 “New Pennsylvania pot law could shield banks from prosecution” 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 
 

•​ July 6, 2022 “How Cannabis Companies Can Prepare Now to Prevent Cyberattacks” 
Cannabis Business Times 
 

•​ May 10, 2022 “Jewish attorney to teach Pitt’s first ‘Cannabis in the Law’ course” 
Pittsburgh Jewish Chronicle 
 

•​ May 4, 2022 “Cyber Insurance is Critical, and It’s More Nuanced Than You Think” 
Leech Tishman (“Data Privacy LawTalk” Podcast)  
 

•​ April 28, 2022 “Higher Law: A New Cannabis Restructuring Practice | Pitt Law Creates a Cannabis 
Course | Cannabis Boosts Fox Rothschild's Revenue | What’s a Marijuana License Worth?”  
Law.com 
 

•​ April 25, 2022 “3 Tips for Cannabis Businesses Looking to Shore Up Some Cybersecurity 
Protection” 
Cannabis Business Times 
 

•​ April 19, 2022 “Lawsuit alleges ‘cartel’ colludes to keep cannabis prices high in Illinois.  Industry 
members say there’s no evidence for the allegation.” 
Chicago Tribune 
 

•​ April 7, 2022 “5 Tips for Establishing a Security Plan for Your Dispensary” 
Cannabis Business Times 
 

https://totalsecurityadvisor.blr.com/facility-security/cannabis-security-9-pro-tips-to-protect-a-growing-industry/
https://www.cannabisbusinesstimes.com/article/attorney-michael-sampson-describes-pennsylvanias-cannabis-banking-bill/
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https://www.post-gazette.com/business/healthcare-business/2022/07/07/tom-wolf-medical-marijuana-banks-shielded-from-prosecution-legislation/stories/202207070126
https://www.cannabisbusinesstimes.com/article/prevent-cyberattacks-ransomware-cannabis-company/
https://jewishchronicle.timesofisrael.com/jewish-attorney-to-teach-pitts-first-cannabis-in-the-law-course/
https://www.leechtishman.com/podcasts/cyber-insurance-is-critical-and-its-more-nuanced-than-you-think/
https://www.law.com/2022/04/28/higher-law-a-new-cannabis-restructuring-practice-pitt-law-creates-a-cannabis-course-cannabis-boosts-fox-rothschilds-revenue-whats-a-marijuana-license-worth/
https://www.law.com/2022/04/28/higher-law-a-new-cannabis-restructuring-practice-pitt-law-creates-a-cannabis-course-cannabis-boosts-fox-rothschilds-revenue-whats-a-marijuana-license-worth/
https://www.cannabisbusinesstimes.com/article/cyberattacks-cannabis-risk-insurance/
https://www.cannabisbusinesstimes.com/article/cyberattacks-cannabis-risk-insurance/
https://www.chicagotribune.com/marijuana/illinois/ct-illinois-marijuana-chicago-cartel-20220420-monfubfadneaxokrrbg4kc2dya-story.html
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https://www.cannabisbusinesstimes.com/article/five-tips-for-establishing-a-security-plan-for-your-cannabis-dispensary-michael-sampson/


•​ February 5, 2022 “Pennsylvania recalls hundreds of medical marijuana vape products with little 
explanation”  
Pittsburgh City Paper 
 

•​ February 4, 2022 “Hundreds of Vape Products Recalled From Pennsylvania’s Medical Cannabis 
Market”  
Cannabis Business Times 
 

•​ February 3, 2022 “Pittsburgh Bridge Collapse Is Liability Reminder For Insurance”  
Law360 

 
•​ December 16, 2021 “Higher Law: What's Next in 2022 | Bressler, Amery & Ross Adds Cannabis 

Law Counsel | 400 NY Towns Say 'No' to Legal Pot | Malta Blazes Cannabis Trail in Europe”  
Law.com 

 
•​ December 3, 2021 “Beyond the Show – A Podcast Interview Series with The Cannabis Industry’s 

Brightest Minds”  
Cannabis Business Times (Podcast) 
 

•​ October 8, 2021 “Many Insurers Remain Hesitant On Cannabis Biz Coverage”  
Law360 

 
•​ August 31, 2021 “Insurers Brace For Ida Claims Amid High Construction Costs”  

Law360 
 
•​ August 12, 2021 “Product Liability Lawsuits Worth Watching in Cannabis”  

Insurance Journal (“Insuring Cannabis” Podcast) 
 
•​ August 2021 “Steering Clear of Spam”  

Marijuana Business Magazine 
 
•​ June 25, 2021 “Slideshow: Honoring the top canines in cannabis on National Take Your Dog to 

Work Day”  
Hemp Industry Daily 
 

•​ June 23, 2021 “Insurance Legislation & Regulation: Midyear Report”  
​ Law360 
 
•​ April 1, 2021 “Extreme Winter Weather Causes Texas Risk Crises”  

Risk Management 
 
•​ December 23, 2020 “Insuring Cannabis Summit: Legal Cannabis Space Moving at Light Speed”  

Insurance Journal 
 

•​ November-December 2020 “Navigating Insurance Claims”  
Marijuana Business Magazine 

 

https://www.pghcitypaper.com/pittsburgh/pennsylvania-recalls-hundreds-of-medical-marijuana-vape-products-with-little-explanation/Content?oid=21053714
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•​ September 15, 2020 “Reopening Pennsylvania: Business Owners Cautiously Optimistic After 
Federal Judge’s Ruling Against Gov. Wolf”  
WTAE Action News 

 
•​ September 15, 2020 “What a federal judge’s ruling against Gov. Wolf does – and doesn’t – mean 

for area restaurants and bars”  
WTAE.com 

 
•​ July 20, 2020 “Pittsburgh law firm launches resource center for restaurant/bar sector”  

Pittsburgh Business Times 
 

•​ July 9, 2020 “Cyber-Cannabis Insurance Space Screams for More Coverage”  
Insurance Journal (“Insuring Cannabis” Podcast) 
 

•​ July 1, 2020 “Local hospitality group seek delay on Allegheny County ban on alcohol sales and 
enforcement over Covid-19”  
Pittsburgh Business Times 

 
•​ June 26, 2020 “Slideshow: Honoring the top canines in cannabis on National Take Your Dog to 

Work Day”  
Hemp Industry Daily 

 
•​ June 11, 2020 “Most Cannabis Businesses Have Policies With Concerning Exclusions”  

Insurance Journal (“Insuring Cannabis” Podcast) 
 
•​ June 5, 2020 “Looting To Test Limits of Pot Dispensary Insurance Coverage”  

​ Law360 
 
•​ May 13, 2020 “Cannabis insurance expert weighs in on protecting your business during 

unprecedented times”  
Marijuana Venture 

 
•​ May 12, 2020 “For Medical Marijuana Companies, Financial Assistance During COVID-19 

Crisis Is A Cure They Can’t Get”  
Pittsburgh Current 

 
•​ May 5, 2020 “Leech Tishman Taps Cannabis Pro To Lead Insurance Group”  

Law360 
 

•​ April 30, 2020 “The Perilous Cannabis, Cyber, COVID-19 Connection”  
Insurance Journal 
 

•​ April 14, 2020 “How Cannabis Businesses Can Respond to Coronavirus-Related Legal Claims”  
Cannabis Business Times 
 

•​ March 26, 2020 “Cannabis Deemed an ‘Essential’ Business. Will Insurance Landscape Change?”  
Insurance Journal 
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•​ March 25, 2020 “Insurance Tips for Cannabis Businesses in Time of Crisis”  
Cannabis Business Times 

 
•​ March 12, 2020 “Booming Cannabis Conference Business Isn’t Immune to Coronavirus Fears”  

Insurance Journal 
 
•​ March 10, 2020 “Cannabis Product Liability: How to Protect Your Business from 

Catastrophe”  
Cannabis Business Times 

 
•​ December 19, 2019 “Massive MJBizCon in Vegas Reveals Coverage Gaps, Little Insurance 

Understanding”  
Insurance Journal 

 
•​ December 16, 2019 “Experts Consider The Future of Cannabis in Pennsylvania”  

WESA’s The Confluence 
 
•​ November 2019 “Whose Faith Matters? The Fight for Religious Liberty Beyond the Christian 

Right” 
Columbia University Law School Law, Rights, and Religion Project 

 
•​ June 27, 2019 “Champion of religious freedom Michael Sampson scores win for the Amish”  

​ Pittsburgh Jewish Chronicle 
 
•​ June 3, 2019 “Deal Ends Amish Woman’s Stand Against Immigration Photo”  

Law360 
 

•​ May 29, 2019 “Indiana Amish couple could set new religious freedom precedent with lawsuit 
settlement”  
Indianapolis Star 

 
•​ May 29, 2019 “Amish Couple Settles Lawsuit Over Photos Their Faith Forbids”  

​ Associated Press 
 
•​ October 22, 2018 “Amid Natural Disasters, Cannabis Companies Have Insurance Coverage 

Options”  
Cannabis Business Times 

 
•​ September 5, 2018 “Amish couple sues 2 agencies over photos their faith forbids”  

Associated Press 
 

•​ September 5, 2018 “Amish Couple Seeks to Nix Photo Requirement for Residency”  
Law360 

 
•​ May 29, 2018 “Kilauea activity raises insurance coverage considerations for business”  

Hawai’i Public Radio’s The Conversation 
 

https://www.cannabisbusinesstimes.com/article/insurance-business-interruption-coronavirus-cannabis-mike-sampson/
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•​ January 9, 2018 “DOJ’s Reversal of Cannabis Protections Could Impact Private Business Contracts”  
Cannabis Business Times 

 
•​ January 6, 2018 “Attorney General Jeff Sessions’ war on pot may become a war on small business”  

CNBC.com 
 
•​ December 4, 2017 “Pa. Judge Defends $60M Award in Asbestos Coverage Fight”  

Law360 
 
•​ October 23, 2017 “Natural disasters spotlight lack of insurance options for cannabis industry”  

The Cannibist 
 
•​ October 18, 2017 “Wildfires expose glaring risk in legal cannabis: lack of insurance”  

Green State 
 
•​ October 4, 2017 “Pennsylvania Powerhouse: Reed Smith”  

Law360 
 
•​ September 29, 2017 “Insurer self-interest, ill-will not prerequisites in Pennsylvania bad faith 

claims: Court”  
Business Insurance 

 
•​ June 18, 2017 “Insurance: Reed Smith; Legal and Litigation Departments of the Year”  

​ The Legal Intelligencer 
 
•​ June 16, 2017 “Insurer To Pay MSA An Extra $2M In Fees In Asbestos Fight”  

Law360 
 
•​ May 18, 2017 “MSA Wants $2M More In Fees In North River Asbestos Fight”  

Law360 
 
•​ April 25, 2017 “North River Can’t Overturn $58M Damages In Asbestos Fight”  

Law360 
 
•​ February 15, 2017 “MSA awarded $46.9M in breach of contract suit”  

Pittsburgh Business Times 
 
•​ February 15, 2017 “MSA Awarded $47M in Punitives Over Insurer’s Bad Faith”  

Law360 
 
•​ April 15, 2016 “Pom Ruling Controls Diet Drugs False Ad Claims: 9th Circ.”  

Law360 
 

•​ November 4, 2015 “Insurer Can’t Invoke Employer Exclusion In Injury Spat”  
Law360 

 
•​ June 11, 2015 “Pa. Judge Stands By Asbestos Ruling Favoring Policyholders”  

Law360 

https://www.cannabisbusinesstimes.com/article/doj-reversal-of-cannabis-protections-could-impact-business-contracts/
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